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SUBJECT: SITREP - VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN HONG KONG 

REF: STATE 103947 AND 104023 

1. HKG IS BEING FULLY COOPERATIVE IN MEETING OUR REQUESTS 
(REFTELS). ON SWISSAIR GROUP ACCOMPANIED BY AMCIT MILLS, 

THEY WILLING TO ACCORD TO A WEEK'S EXTENSION OF STAY IN HONG KONG. 

ON THE ANTICIPATED 3,000 ARRIVING ON DANISH SHIP TODAY, HKG HAS 
TAKEN A VERY COMPASSIONATE AND HELPFUL VIEW AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS 
THE NEED TO INTERNATIONALIZE THE PROBLEM. HKG POLAD EXPRESSED 
FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE US PROBLEM IN HANDLING VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
GIVEN BOTH THE NUMBERS OF REFUGEES AND CONGRESSIONAL AND US PUBLIC 
OPINION ATTITUDES. 

2. WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT ICEM TODAY. WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
DISCUSSED HONG KONG VIETNAMESE REFUGEES WITH ICEM AND THEY HAVE 
AGREED TO COOPERATE TO EXTENT POSSIBLE. PRIMARY DIFFICULTY 

IS ABSENCE OF ICEM SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE, WHO IS CURRENTLY IN 
BANGKOK DEALING WITH REFUGEE SITUATION THERE. ONLY OTHER 
PROFESSIONAL ICEM MEMBER IS DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVE AND REMAINDER OF 
OFFICE IS SMALL GROUP OF CLERICAL PERSONNEL. ICEM PERSONNEL ALSO 
HAVE NO VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE CAPABILITY BUT PRESUMABLY SOME OF 
REFUGEES WILL HAVE ENGLISH CAPABILITY AND BE WILLING TO SERVE 
AS INTERPRETERS. 
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3. SINCE HKG IS TAKING A VERY COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE, WE BELIEVE 

IT WOULD DEMONSTRATE OUR GOOD FAITH IF WE COULD DO SOMETHING 
FAIRLY RAPIDLY ON THE 58 WHO ARRIVED BY SWISSAIR AND 15 ON AIR 
AMERICA. MOST OF THESE HAVE CLEAR US TIES AND FIT INTO THE 
"HIGH RISK" CATEGORY. 

4. NUMERICAL SITUATION IN HONG KONG REMAINS THE SAME: 58 FROM 
SWISS AIR FLIGHT, 15 FROM AIR AMERICA FLIGHT. 18 STRANDED AIR 
VIETNAM EMPLOYEES, AND ANTICIPATED DANISH SHIPLOAD OF 3,000. 
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